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MRS. L. RICHARDSON 

1 18 E. SMITH ST. 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 

:tution op the southern Presbyterian church 
FORMULATED IN 1861. 

(1) 

"The General Assembly desires distinctly and 

deliberately to inscribe on our Church^ banner, 

as she now first unfurls it to the world, in 

immediate connection with the Headship of her 

Lord, His last command: "Go ye into all the 
it 

world and preach the gospel to every creature," 

regarding this as the great end of her organiza¬ 

tion. (2) 

Obedience to it is the indispensable condition 

of her Lord1s promised presence. 

(3) 

A proper conception of the magnitude and grandeur 

of the task is the only thing that can ever 

sufficiently arouse her energies and develop her 

resources, so as to cause her to carry on with 

vigor and efficiency those other agencies 

necessary to her internal growth and home 

prosperity." 

(over) 



We are proud of this Ghristlike declaration 

of our fathers, but prouder still that they 
) 

* 

practiced what they believed. 

In 1867, as soon as the Northern blockade 

was lifted, though so bereaved and impoverished 

by the war, they sent two missionaries to Chine 

Two years later two to Brazil, and so on. 

This faith was fully justified in the growth 

and spirituality of the Home Church. 
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*•* /W/'-t—- - 529 otibbs Street -tltv+Sy* % 

Wooster, Ohio. ^w./~ /**«^ 
August 1st 1933. 172ML f; 

De ar Mr. Roh ert: 
The old familiar^ phrase that comes so naturally to 

the lips. It was a real pleasure to hear again from you. 
I have waited until the enclosures were.sent on their way before 

answering your letter. I have found so much in all the enclosures to 
interest me: The loving words in memorial of Mrs.Cochran; the Station 
minutes,that took me back some forty years to the "Ladies parlor" and 
our gatherings for conference and prayer-the old-faces and voices and 
personal!ties-^nd the old problems;and the mistakes and failures-and 
thank G-od,for the fruits that were of God and not of men. May God deal 
with our present day field forces as generously and as patiently as 
He dealt with us. 

It was a pleasure too to receive news of your family: Ben.in Ann 
Arbor taking hid degree in engineering;Good success to him.His trip 
to Alaska this summer in company with his professor makes a good open¬ 
ing. Elizabeth married and soon to be a mother; may it it be an oc¬ 
casion of deep joy to you all;and the circle I think is complete in 
the word of the good health of your sisters Bessie and Mary and Mrs. 
Fleming. I recall with pleasure my visit with the Flemings in Karrisbur 
Please give them all very cordial greetings from me. 

You will be interested to know that Philip and Sarah with their four 
children are just at the point of leaving us again for the work in Teh¬ 
eran. Mrs.Wright,Sarah1s mother,is also here,living with her son Rob¬ 
ert. Dr.Wishard and his good wife are still living here,doctor/being 
still in practice. He has taken Robert Wright in with him which lessens 
his labors so 3./ Mat. Robert, as you may know, spent one term in Persia 
but because of complications due to the claims of the Persian govern¬ 
ment upon him as being a native born Persian and under obligations to 
serve in the array and perform all other citizenship duties he decided 
to re a&n in this country. Edwin Wright is liable also to fall into 
these same toils but for some obscure reason has thus far escaped. In 
time two of Philip’s boys will be liable to military service etcet. 

Mrs .Wilson-S.G.-together with some of her family are expected here 
today as guests of Mrs .Wright-on their way east. I shall pass on your let. 
letter to her,though she may have been herring from you directly. 

Robert-my son-received his Ph.D. of the U.of M. at Ann Arbor in June 
What a pity he and Ben could not have known about each other and at 
least shaken hands. But I can understand how busy Ben must have been; 
and Robert also burdened with double dutces-his exams to meet and ay 
the same time carry on his Taily duties on the staff of archeology. 

He is preparing two books for publication covering the results of 
their excavations at Seleucia on the Tigris. This assures him of his 
job until June 1934.Then if there are funds for digging he will again 
be sent to the field. He has also assurance of work with the U.of Chi¬ 
cago. 

As you say Dr.Speer has been undergoin^ a storm of criticism. It has 
placed him in a very difficult situation. But the criticism is so evi¬ 
dently unfair and sometimes even unchristian that I think it will event¬ 
ually fall to the ground and he will standforth more clearly than ever 
as the leader and champion of conservatism,or in other words,of the Gos¬ 
pel of Jesus Christ the Son of God securely recorded for us and for all 
mankind in the Scriptures. It was my privilige to see and hear him at 
Columbus. He handled the situation so adequately and without a sign of 
r. sentment against the unjust criticism of him personally. There is no 
man living that I love more and trust more fully as a leader than Dr. 
Robert Speer. And yet I do not worry for him. I do worry for the cause 
of evangelical religion that is bound to suffer more through the un¬ 
wise leadership of unchristlike zeal than through wither light weight 
novelists or the so called Laymen's Report. 



But I would not be misunderstood: I am an evangelical in the fullest 
meaning of the word and accept the inevitable conflict that is upon the 
Church to maintain the one and only true Gospel of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God,as handed down by prophets and apostles. There are danger 
points within our church that have to be guarded-perhaps even in our 
board of foreign missions. It is well that our church as a whole,pastors 
and elders and laymen,contend vigorously for the Truth as revealed to 
man in the Scriptures;to guard the purity of our faith: But I also be¬ 
lieve that we have an injunction from the Master,as we have an ex¬ 
ample in Him,to carry on that warfare in the spirit of Christ,ever 
speaking the truth in love and in absolute sincerity. 

To my mind Robert Speer comes more nearly to measuring up to this 
standard than any others of our leaders-God bless hiija. 

Now I have prolonged this unduly-so shall say in a word about myself: 
that I am in better health;that I plan in the near future to join my 
son Robert in Ann Arbor;then a ew weeks in Pennsylvania;then Florida fv 
the winter. 

With affectionate regard for you and for all yours, 

>> 4rv 
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Rev. Charles S. Macfarland 

General Secretary Emeritus 

federal Council 

of the Churches of Christ in America 

R. E. Speer 

JAN 3-1937 

My dear Associate and Friend: 

Mountain Lakes, N. J. 

I am very sorry that a recurrent v/eakness, from a 
"broken arm, prevents me from replying with my own hand, 

to the messages received in various forms, upon the occa¬ 
sion of my seventieth "birthday, Deoember twelfth. 

That they were over-generous in their expressions 
of appreciation, I am well aware, "but all the more enjoy¬ 

able "because that revealed the friendly spirit which in¬ 

spired them. 

Your message will encourage me, as I enter the 
New Year of my "second seventy”, to come as near as I can 

to fulfilling higher ideals of service in the years that 
may remain. 

As yet I feel no consciousness of "being aged, and 
the opportunities that God has given me are far from "be¬ 

ing realized. 

That I have your confidence and goodwill is a deep 
satisfaction and a source of both joy and strength. 

With my warm gratitude 

Yours sincerely, 

Charles S. Macfarland 
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OHIO'S OHIO'S OPPORTUNITY YEAR 
THE SYNOD OF OHIO 

OBJECTIVES 

"WENTY-FIVE 

’ER CENT INCREASE 

i attendance upon divine 
/orship 

,IX NEW 

1EMBERS 

dded on confession for ev- 
ry 100 on the roll 

)NE NEW 

CHOLAR 

l Sunday School for every 
0 now on the roll 

IORE PEOPLE 

HARING 

l church activities and re- 
ponsibilities 

LIFT THE LEVEL OF RELIGION IN OHIO NOW • 

Dear Dr Speer: 

Martins Ferry, Ohio. 
December 10th 1938 

1 cannot well express the joy it gave me to 
receive the little card in whichjyou tell me of your friendship 
for me and wishing me Gods blessing. I shall treasure that card. 

We needed you in that Cadiz Faith and Life Conference, and you 
gave to us all encouragement and renewal of our faith in the power 
of the Lord Christ. I have spoken to many of the ministers and do 
know that they are better men for having been with you and with Dr 
Kerr. 

I think of you those days when I was a student in Amherst College 
working my way through, and sitting in Church there listening to you 
preach with power and conviction* you did me good then and ever since 
and now that 1 have the opportunity to say so, I am not going to be 
silent. I have been an evangelistic preacher all the years, and do 
believe with all that is in me, in the Lord Christ. In my work as 
a General Presbyter in three Presbyteries I do the best I can. It 
gave me happiness that the Cadiz Conference was so well attended for 
I did want the ministers to share your faith. 

In Ohio we have set our faces to do better work for the Kingdom. 
We shall seek to reach the goals here set forth in this letterhead. 
Some of the ministers who were at the Cadiz Conference have already 
done wonders in winning converts. 

Thank you dear Dr Speer for your friendship and your blessing. 

The address of the Rev J. Harold Gwynne is Martins Ferry, 0. 

Cordially yours, 
*\ 

IRST SUNDAY 

>F LENT 

) be observed as “Dollar 
•ay” when each member 
dll be asked to bring an 
xtra dollar to help in the 
enevolence pay-up 

iN INCREASE 

>F $2.00 

er member in the 1939 Ev- 
ry Member Canvass: 75% 
3r congregational expenses; 
5% for benevolences 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Harold McA. Robinson, general secretary 

DEPARTMENT OF FAITH AND LIFE 

GEORGE IRVING, general director 
933 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 19, 1938 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakevil^ Conn. 

Dear Robert: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which has just come 
to me which was sent in by one who was with us at the 
Cadiz seminar. We are having a good deal of comment of 
this sort which shows that the Spirit of God is able to 
use these gatherings. 

I am enclosing also a copy of a personal letter 
written to Otto Piper by one of the pastors who was with 
us at the seminar at Garden City. This is to me most 
impressive reading especially as the letter was written 
several weeks after the seminar was held. More over, it 
is written in the man’s own hand without benefit of secre¬ 
tary. 

Very cordially yours 

GI*B 
Enc. 
Dictated 12-17 

G< _ .ng 
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November 22, 1938 

Rev. Harold McAfee Robinson, D.D., 
Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

You are well upon the way to full recovery! 
And we are so glad to receive the good news that you will 
soon be able to carry on the fine work you have been doing. 
We are grateful that the prayers of folk throughout the 
church are being anwered. 

The above words of greetings, it is my 
privilege to send to you from the twenty ministers who met 
at Cadiz, Ohio, Friday and Satruaay, November 18, 19, in that 
delightful Conference. 

It was truly a "mountaintop experience’’! 
The devotional element, led so well by Dr. George Irving, 
was a great inspiration. Then, to sit at the feet of that 
great man of God, and man among men, Dr. Robert Y. Speer! ___ 
well, words fail me! And to look into the face of that 
great preacher, Dr. Hugh T. Kerr, and to be led in thinking 
together of the great implications of the Gospel of our 
Lord, was a delightful and refreshing experience. And to 
have come in contact with that beaming personality, Dr. 
Charles J. Turck, as he led us to face some of the problems 
of our day, and, to see how we may cope with them, added 
true balance to the whole program. But to say what the men 
said to me and what is in my heart as I look back over those 
precious hours, Dr. Robinson, words do fail me! 

Therefore it is my privilege to thank you, 
and The Board of Christian Education, through you. It was 
certainly a feast of spiritual food. The fellowship was 
delightful. And it is also my delight to pass on to you 
this request, namely: We all would like to have the privilege 
of such a conference every year, if such a program may be 
carried.on. We have returned to our fields with a new lease 
on life and renewed determination to serve our Lord at all 
cost! 

Again I thank you! Again I say, speaking 
for the others and for myself, May God bless you for a 
complete recovery. 

Most sincerely yours, 

(signed) E. Frank Cody 
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December 11, 1938 

My dear Doctor Piper, 

I must write to thank you from my heart for the 
insight which was given to me as you spoke at Garden 
City. It was as though Christ Himself spoke, and I 
believe He did, through you to me. Although I was 
first bewildered by your address on Justification by 
Faith, as always before I had been by that subject; 
now I know, and it is peace. Then, too, your words 
about Fellowship gave me a new realisation of ray 
desperate need for truth given to others, and by me 
to be learned only by patient, believing waiting for 
what others can give me in fellowship. Rarely does 
one get hold of an utterly new idea, and especially 
after twenty-one years in the ministry; but that idea, 
to me utterly new, came through you and is remaking 
my Blind. And, finally, your quiet, confident assertion 
of the utter necessity of Holy Scripture, came home 
with a new and deep meaning to me. 

Thank you, from my heart. Believe that your trip 
that day was sight to a blind man, food to a hungry 
man, and music to a deaf man. 

Most sincerely, 
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Dec, 22, 1938, 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn, 

My dear, dear Bob: 

I thank you for your letter of the 15th and I 
wish you and Mrs. Speer and all of your household 
the Happiest and Best Christmas of your lives. 

Bob, you are not improving in writing any. We have 
had great difficulty in reading your sweet little 
note. Why donft you use a typewriter, then we 
could read it? 

However, as far as I can make out the writing, your 
ideas are absolutely correct. You say ,?The world 
grows darker and the sea rises higher? It is a 
far less happy world than it was thirty years ago 
and the madness of men grows worse and worse. 

Yes, in the last days perilous times shall come, I 
think we are in them now, don?t you? If they are 
not the last days, then the world will soon have 
indescribable sorrow because these conditions cannot 
last very long without a complete collapse of the 
world. 

God bless you, Bob. I wish I could see you and sit 
down and talk to you about the whole situation. 

Gwladys is improving. She was very sick. 

With sincere affection, I am 

Your true friend. 
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70 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 

January 25,1939 
Cable Address—“Ecclepax, New York” 

Telephone—ALgonquin 4 - 2720 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
“Rockledge”, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I thought our meeting the other day was one of the 
best we have ever had and I want to say that your presence 
and the part you took helped more than anything else to make 
it a success. When I went home I told Mrs. Atkinson that I 
was happier over that meeting than any we had held and that 
you were at your best. I have two or three things that I want 
to ask. 

1. Mr. Taft finds it impossible to attend the meetings 
of our Executive Committee. Krumbine insisted that he should 
be elected this year but Taft is far away and it is impossible 
for him to get to New York. We have his resignation from the 
Executive Committee. Will you allow us to elect you to the 
Executive Board? I realize that it is possible that you cannot 
attend always but you could attend three or four of the meetings 
during the year. 

2. You made some splendid suggestions regarding a 
treasurer. I wonder if I could see you some time in the near 
future and we could talk this matter over. Perhaps you can open 
the way to introduce me to some of these men. We ought to find 
a man of middle age, who is deeply Interested in our work, is a 
recognized churchman and has some standing in the business as 
well as in the religious world. You can help us get such a man. 

3. This is really one of the most important requests I 
have ever made. Our Goodwill Congress in San Francisco was a 
real success and we succeeded in bringing into it more of the 
religious spirit than we ever have had in any other of our 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer 

national meetings. The sermon on Armistice Day preached by 
Bishop Oldham was an outstanding event. 

We are meeting this year in Milwaukee and already have 
a good set up. We know the meetings are going to be successful. 
On Saturday, November 11th, we are planning for the religious 
service beginning at 11 o'clock. There will be a silence of two 
minutes at 11 o'clock followed by special music and we want you 
to preach the sermon. Then after the sermon we want to do again 
what we did in San Francisco, that is, have Dr. Merrill conduct 
a Consecration Service where we pledge our loyalty to Christ and 
his program for peace. This was a solemn occasion in San Francisco 
and made a great impression. I hope very much that you will agree 
to render this service. You will be received cordially by a large 
number of people in Milwaukee and as we have all the pulpits of 
the city open to us on Sunday we will arrange for you to speak 
in one or two of the most important churches. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

i 

M- 
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UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

BROADWAY AT 1 20th STREET 

NEW YORK 

February 1, 1959 

Rev. Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I cannot tell you how much I enjoyed our 
time together, all too short as it was, or how much I covet 
the renewal of that close relationship which meant so much to 
me during the days of the war. I wonder whether this may not 
come to pass in connection with our common interest in the 
World Council. 

At the last meeting of our Campaign Committee, 
which is now transforming itself into a general educational 
committee, I spoke of your interest and you were unanimously 
and most cordially' electee, a member of our Committee. This 
does not mean that the burden of attending meetings wall be 
placed upon you, but simply- to give you a relationship to the 
work so that when you are in any community in the south you 
can speak about our World Council with authority and not simplyr 
as an interested outsider. 

I sincerely trust you will see your way clear 
to do this, and with kindest regards, I remain 

r)~7 
/ 

Yours very sincerely. 

William Adams Brown 

wab/lg 
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Itfst Janb baptist (ftltitrcty 

GEORGE T. TUNSTALL, PASTOR 

PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA 

March 14th, 1940. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

Petersburg, Virginia, 

Dear Dr. Speer 

Your ministry in our midst has brought untold 

blessings to many hearts. You have been a great inspiration 

to me, and I am deeply grateful for the privilege of hearing 

you. 

This morning you quoted what you found on the 

fly leaf of the Bible your friend gave you at Nofcthfield. It 

was such a beautiful thing that I want you to please do me the 

favor of copying it and mailing it to me.§ I am enclosing a 

stamped envelope for your convenience. 

MaY God continue to use you for His glory. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 
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Howard A. Kelly, M. D. 
library 

1406 EUTAW PLACE, BALTIMORE, MD. 

£3 March 1939 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

Your gracious letter was most welcome 

among my kindly birthday1gratulations. How shall 1 say 

how honored I am in your remembrance, counting me among the 

workers for the great cause. How satisfying life remains 

at any age while we still have the privilege of exploring 

God’s Word for its treasures and then seeking to open the 

eyes of others to such incalculable values. 1 am studying 

Ephesians now, as for a long time past, and it appears 

to be inexhaustible. A temporary upset put me to bed for 

a few days, but today 1 am up and out once more. 

With warmest regards to Mrs. Speer, 
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First Presbyterian Church 

SEVENTEEN HUNDRED AND TWO IOWA STREET 

DAVENPORT, IOWA 

Alfred Samuel Nickless, D. D., Minister 
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OFFICE OF 

LINDSAY & PHELPS COMPANY 
501 LANE BUILDING 

GEORGE F. LINDSAY 

O. M. COCHRANE 

EDWIN B. LINDSAY 

Davenport, Iowa ^pril 4, 1939 

Dr, Robert 33. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

My dear Dr, Speer: 

I believe I have you to thank ior a printed copy of your 
address on "The Spiritual Resources of Christian Higher 
Education" delivered at Louisville, Kentucky, on January 11th, 
reprinted from a February number of 'Christian Education" 
Whether or not it came directly from you, I deeply appreciate 
having this valuable paper available for reference, having 
already had the satisfaction of reading it twice, first in 
mimeograph form as sent out by president Welch to the directors 
of the University of Dubuque, and then as it appeared in 
"Christian Education". I find it invaluable in trying to 
present the cause and opportunity of Christian Higher Education. 

I can not tell you how much your visit and that of Mrs. Speer 
has meant to our church and its people. I am sure that it has 
elevated the spiritual tone of the congregation and has resulted 
in a much closer allegiance on the part of many of our people 
to their Plaster. 

I know Mrs. Lindsay would want me to add a word for Mrs. Speer 
in appreciation of her services to the women. Mrs. Lindsay 
was overflowing with her enthusiasm and joy, both in regard to 
what she, herself, had received and the blessing that it gave 
to so many of the women, through Mrs. Speer’s meetings and 
personal contacts. 

I am glad to see your name attached to the work of the 
American Committee for Hon-Participation in Japanese Aggression. 
Mr. Price’s letter of March 20th is the most effective brief 
statement I have seen on this matter. I am sending a small 
contribution, and a request for extra copies to send to some 
of my friends, and I hope through them to others. I believe 
this would be a proper case for use of something like the chain 
letter appeal - for a great cause instead of for superstition's 
sake • 

With kindest personal regards to you and Mrs. Speer, and with 
deep thankfulness for your visit, I am. 
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G. F. VENABLE 

PASTOR 

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

119 FOURTH STREET 

April. 4. 1939 

Mr. Robert E. Speer, 

Atlanta, Ga. 

My dear Dr. Speer:- 

You will doubtless pursue this letter with some growing 
surprise. T am a minister here in this Forth Georgia Conference of the 
M. E. Church, South. I never touched you but once, personally, and of 
course you have no recollection of that. But you have been a familiar 
household word in my soul for forty years, because of that one touch. 

I think it was in the summer of 1399> while I was approachin 
my senior year at old Emory College, at Oxford, Ga. (now Emory Univer¬ 
sity, of Atlanta) when you and a bunch of students, along with John R. 
Mott, were in confere ce for some days at Bingham School, by Asheville 
F. C. It was a real mountain-top experience to many of\us. I have 
carried you and Mott in my heart ever since. Senator Walter George was 
of that company, I believe. 

Well, last Sunday I had one of my rare days of disability,/ 
for work. I had had my eye on your ministry at First Presbyterian'ror 
some time, and strange to say, it turned out that I must sit by at the 
hour of your first appearance at the Atlanta engagement. And the radio 
brought you again into my life. For this I thank God, as I have done 
over and over through the years. 

Some reveries accompanying that hour last Sunday have frund 
their way on paper, and I am venturing to slip it under your eye, as 
inclosed. The picture, and interpretation,playing in to the story, are 
with our Methodist devotional booklet, the Upper Room. You may be 
familiar with the whole. But I am inclosing alsok fragment of the 
booklet, with the exhibit. 

You will pardon the intrusion. You will not mind hearing of 
some good seed yru sowed in the long ago. May God continue to bless 
you and vours. 

I am most cordially and gratefully ycurs, 
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I resented the ill that kept we in and from my work on 
this Palm Sunday* The congregation was denied the preaching. Scattered^ 
Perhaps so.? y mate sick, and a way from home-—and I # a lone* I contended 
tc go to church, but doctor was rthumbu down**. Te said it 
would hurt both me and folks* The first was all right; the other 
halted me. I could only send in some eimotrn©aments and try to set the 
stage for another day. 

T>»e service hour approached, radio on, esad Bible and 
f Upper Room in my hand, thile the last two waited, the other brought 

the secrets of Paul—a man \dic met Jesus, and knew Himf was discip¬ 
lined into LIPS, by the ‘’goads*1 against which he found he could not 
kick* It seemed a good time for me to consider obstacles, and "toads? 
an the rest of them that get in men’s way—-and seem to hinder! 

I asked again for "the peace of God" that has so often fee 
been the e^y of my soul* That is that? Of course a good conscience* 
Of c curse, the absence ©r/^nhoyances and frictions, -*long with the 
assurance that my best Ideals are satisfied, as also those of the 
^re t Idealist.And how secured—with Him, hose peace alone matters? 
Just of* it is secured with any other ©•weeKaiMifey*yfriend, or fellow* 
Are we two in harmony, the one with the others He we seek the same ^ 
things, moved by the same motives, purposing the same best and highest 
good? Ana have I giv m him any offenseT Hoes he hold any thing against 
me? So vdion God and 1 talked it over, 3*-#44#d after this fashion, I 
added, ,fAnd if-fr-H^va you hold any thing against me, forgive it'3. An 

have omitte 1 to-da any part of tyW will, *^WP"knc*w my supreme 
ourpose and intent and effort had been to fulrill the whole* Then thert^ 
stole into my soul the quiet calm of the peace of God—and I was 
quiet and satisfied* picture 

Then I turned to the cover of my Unper Room, Ww0ly 
/omen at the Tomb*’ and began on Bailey's interpretationycf Under’s 
picture. 1 read ho t they are discounting our f ith, and 
trying to make it vanish in mist end the co fusion of materialism, n 
the f foolishness of th e "reprobate Blind13, just as we are entering 
upon this WT?oly Week1’r- -and wondered if this lo the best name for it* 
Flung across the river, separating Georgia from South Carolina, is one 
cf t^ose msssjva concrete dams thtt modern industry has set up for 
light and heat and power throughout our region. Throughout the lanrth 
of that great dam runs for hundreds of feet, a. hollow tube or tunnell,t^U*^.^ 

*v, reaching fro: the Bower House on the wesil^Jc 
to the Carolina shore on the east. T^e tun ell is dark and foreboding. 
Stepping inside th entrance, t ^ trovers© its dength 
one find a himself confused, and instinctively reaches with his h >nds 
for invisible support, and *4t» -ith his fe d to test the d rk- 
ened foundations, and moves with caution, lest he stumble beyond 
recall, ut he is told to lift his eyes to a ray of light that shines 
in the distance, like a faint, beam in the night'. <ro i a ta 1* to keep 

eys;on that light, an i go forward—that thao^js the open day on the 
fa^Her shore • By and by the tun all is behind, an^/od’s sun, irsM? 
in Cod’s heaven, and the brightened world is about his feet, and the # 

"foundation of God standeth sure411 underneath them. 
TMs week the "Lamb of God" is in the tun: ell, till faster 

morning. And untill then, the •vsfaole retinue, even of those who love 
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Him. God’s open and eternal day springs out of faster morning, and its 
light has been all the While before our ayes as the one supern ttural 
and suffic ient surety against stumbling, or failing, or falling. An 1 
now we may cry, hot only "the Lam b of God”, but add ^ "that tnketh away 
the sin of the world.” 

And so, following along wi th the picture of the empty tomb, 
this”abut *»in" preacher who resented the interruption of his routine, 
somehow seems to recognize the "cloud of witnesses^- all vihr nt with 
testimony, since that final emergence from the tunnel!, and the day- 
drawn that followed, declaring amid the «e*rccnf1 let "But death did not 
seem to end it all.” And while the materialists and thr* 
unbelievers still contend that La star hoses are just "wishful thinking’ 
there come the myriad voices ever the stream that tell of feet th t ^ 
have in the long s.go pressed solid ground on the other si<fce. And some 
of the39 voices are so familiar* I used to hear them in exuberant 
hope as they lifted their eyes and say the light at the and. And these 
were never driven by guile, but wedded to truth, and with incarnated . 
integrity, they fell so in the habit here, they could not Is rn to tell 
a lie there*-nor anywheres. They have forsooth come to me sr>ny a time 

, vhen amidst the struggle."alone and in the power of evfife. • •.evil eon* 
lAvtent* and "fought the way out"for me."It will take more®than death and 

hell and the grave"to stop" such as I greet this Passion 7/eefc Sunday^ 
when an unwilling prisoner of the indoors. K&ybe these reveries and 
these voices from afar, have been better any way, than* a little h sit¬ 
ing preaching, and s routine of that seemed to be important, but when 
crowded out, mad t^e light on shore at the end of the way,^kine a 
little brighter. 

But t^ere was yet more; As if I needed What Themes required, 
the testimony of th#? flesh, V* *#**•*«►*»*? while the radio yet ran, there 
came actually the voice of one who in the long ago Caught uo us college 
boys in that holy mountain retreat, and laid in us the basiC. 
f und^tion for^ th at mightiest revival that old dmory perhaps, ever 
eayC 'evlTal, did I say? Yes, revival of that faith in Whose strength 
some of us have gone till now. This voice was mini storing in a. near-by 
city, at altars like those so far back in th® distance, an he spake 
again, also, of the things that belong to the peace* of men; The love 
of God--that love that makes us mean more to Gael, than v/e cav every 
possibly mean to ourselves, etc. etc. So that the same messenger for 
the youhth that waited before him in that 
day is audibly here again, in ripened and enriched exaerisne of 
"tho.t way*"comforting" the souls of men, and making strong their 
hands. 

Truly, in the thought of our interpreter of the picture, 
they do come to us from both sides of the Great Divide and fight the 
way out for us. It wae Peter who wanted to build some dwelling places 
and stay on the mountain. But who wouldn’t? 
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, FRED SAMUEL NICKLESS. D. D. 
MINISTER 

<iCAR L. GUSTAFSON 
MUSIC AND BOY'S WORK 

Jffirst ]$v£sb))Uvrdu (Chitrcli 
1702 IOWA STREET 

DAVENPORT, - IOWA 
ALFREDA ZARGES 

RELIGIOUS 

ALMA LUNDBERG 
CHURCH 

April 12,1939 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville,Conn. 

My Dear Dr.Speer; 

At a recent meeting of the Session,the Clerk 
was instructed to convey to you and to Mrs. 
Speer,on behalf of the Congregation of this 
Church,our very real appreciation of the many 
helpful and spiritually uplifting contribut¬ 
ions each of you made to our Centennial Cele- 
bration. 

May we assure you that we shall long entertain 
the most happy recollections of your presence 
among us. 

Very Friendly Yours, 

Clyde rMinard, Clerk, 
Session First Presbyterian 
Church,Davenport, Iowa. 

EDUCATION 

SECRETARY 
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.BLE ADDRESS ‘•INCULCATE, NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE I UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

-FICE OF SECRETARY 

April 6,1939• 

Dr#Robert E.Speer, 
"Rockledge", 
Lakeville, Conn# 

Dear Mr#Speer: 

Re the Cook Lectureship 

Understanding that you are soon to start for Europe, the Executive Council has 
requested me to write to you regarding the Cook lectureship, which, by official Board 
action, you have been asked to accept for the year 1939-40# Our thought regarding the 
lectureship is briefly as follows: 

(1) Whereas India, China and Japan are the three countries specified in Dr#Cook*s will, 
the intent would not be to stop the lectureship because any one of those countries was 
not widely open at a given time, and that other countries might be visited, either as 
an emergency substitution for one or more of the three mentioned or in addition to them# 

(2) The Executive Council believes that the next Cook lectureship should not await the 
end of the disturbance in China, — a date which no one can foresee which may be some 
years away# 

(3) India is now wide open, particularly after the Madras Conference, and a number of 
representative India missionaries have told me that this coming year would be an exceed¬ 
ingly auspicious period for you and the Cook lectures# Also, Japan is indicated as be¬ 
ing a good though perhaps not quite as free a field as ordinarily for this service. 
There would be little opportunity in inland China# Nevertheless among the grest student 
groups in Canton, -Shanghai, Peiping and other accessible centers, the message would be 
very helpful# Furthermore, the Philippines and Siam want to welcome you, and needless 
to say, you would be warmly received in other places in Asia. For instance, you might 
wish to stop in Beirout and Singapore; and Cairo with Watson at the University, Smith 
at the Y.M.C.A., Elder and Adams in the Mission, Morrison, executive of the C.M.S. and 
others would arrange a good hearing# 

(4) The Board and Council here in New York and the missionaries and Missions on the 
field axe all very eager to have you deliver the next course of lectures, and naturally 
we must recognize that prolonged deferment of them decreases the likelihood of your 
accepting the responsibility# 

Let me know frankly what you think about the whole matter# I know enough not 
to press you for a decision if, as I earnestly desire, I wish it to be favorable 1 

We don't see you nearly as often as we would like# Won't you drop in more fre¬ 
quently when you are in New York ? Are you willing to be approached occasionally about 
undertaking a speaking engagement or rendering other helpful service for the Board ? 
You have no idea how greatly and how sorely you are missed in many many areas of the 
Christian missionary movement in general and of our Board work in particular# Are there 
any publications. Minutes or other issuances of the Board or of other organizations 
which you have not received and which you would care to have ? If your copy of the 
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( Dr*Speer,2*) W39. 

Madras Findings has not yet reached you, it will be arriving shortly* 

With most sincere Easter greetings to Mrs*Speer and you, I remain 

Your devoted friend, 

GTS*w George T*Scott 
CC to Dr.Erdman 
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ABLE ADDRESS "INCULCATE, NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-EOOO 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

>FFICE OF SECRETARY 

April 20,1939* 

Dr.Robert E*Speer, 
”Rockledge”, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr*Speer: 

Re Joseph Cook Lectureship 

After my conference with you last Friday regarding the Board’s invitation 
and hope that you would be the next representative of the Joseph Cook fund for the 
presentation of Christianity in southern and eastern Asia, I reported to Foreign 
Council that afternoon that for various reasons you were hesitant about accepting • 
You would have been personally embarrassed by the immediate and unanimous response 
of the Council* Every member is extremely eager to have you go, especially those 
members who know Asia at first hand by visit and service there* I could easily make 
your ears burn by quoting the remarks of four or five of your former col leagues, but 
I will spare you* However, when I next see you personally, I may report to you two 
or three of the statements, as they may have some influence,on a couple of different 
counts, in leading you to a favorable decision* 

At the meeting of the Foreign Department of the Board on Monday report was 
made regarding your attitude toward the lectureship* The members of the Board feel 
the same way as the Executive Council —— perhaps even more so 1 The Chairman, Dr* 
Herrick, requested the Secretary, Miss Sheppard, to draft a Minute expressing the 
Department’s point of view* He later presented the Minute to the Board, which unani¬ 
mously expressed itself as hoping that you could take the lectureship. The Board’s 
Minute was as follows: 
’’The Foreign Department Committee reported that Dr*Robert E*Speer was doubtful as to 
his acceptance of the Board’s invitation that he be the next Joseph Cook Lecturer, 
preferably in 1939-UO* The Board cordially and unanimously endorsed the earnest de¬ 
sire of the Committee and of the Missions to be visited that Dr*Speer will find it 
possible to undertake this important service for which he is preeminently qualified* 
The Board and Mission also covet the helpful contribution by Mrs*Speer who it is 
hoped would accompany her husband on this visit to Asia*” 

Dr*Herrick may have written you personally* If so I fear he may have placed 
more ’’pressure** upon you than you would like* Several times in Department meeting the 
expression was used, ”We must place pressure upon Mr*Speer to go”, and I ventured to 
intimate that too heavy and urgent pressure might not produce the result that every¬ 
one desires* However, you know Dr*Herrick much better than I do and will know how to 
interpret whatever he may write to you personally* 

In as much as you spoke of the possibility of your writing to Dr.Erdman in 
connection with this lectureship, I am sending a copy of this letter to him* 

Cordially yours, 

eorge T.Scott GTS*w 
CC to Dr.Erdman 
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ABLE ADDRESS "INCULCATE, NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

IFFICE OF SECRETARY 

April 21,1939, 

Dr*Robert E,Speer, 
"Rockledge”, 
Lakeville, Conn, 

Dear Mr,Speers 

"When I was talking with you last week regarding the Joseph Cook 
Lectureship I intimated that the amount of estimated income was ’’over 
$ 5*000, M The income for the year just closed has now been added to 
the income accumulations since 1931 &E-d 1 have just learned from the 
Treasurers office that the balance of income now available in this 
Lectureship Fund is | 6,7114*88, 

This income can be expended only for the Joseph Cook Lecture¬ 
ship, and Joseph Cook himself and the Board as his trustee would be 
only too happy to have it used by you accompanied by Mrs,Speer on the 
next Lectureship in Asia, In my recent letter to you I intimated that 
Dr,Herrick as Chairman of the Foreign Department Committee would prob¬ 
ably be writing to you, A note which I have from him this morning in¬ 
dicates that he has done so. 

Trusting that you will find the way clear to accept this unusual 
opportunity for highly formative service in the world Christian move¬ 
ment which you have done so much to inspire and to advance, I remain 

Sincerely yours. 

7V 
GTS.w eorge T.Scott 
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Jfourtb [Presbyterian Cburcb 
West end Avenue and 91st Street 

NEW YORK CITY 

REV. BENJAMIN F. FARBER, D. D., Pastor 

Residence 631 West End avenue 

April 28, 1939 

Dr* Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I have your note regarding the report of the Nominating 
Committee of the Board of Trustees of Princeton Seminary and 
I hasten to answer it. 

I have always tried to comply with the requests of my 
brethren in situations similar to this one. I presented your 
correspondence to the Committee and told them of our personal 
conversations in this matter, but it was the unanimous opinion 
of the Committee that there should be no change in the leader¬ 
ship of our Board at the present time. While we are all con¬ 
scious of the fine feeling and the harmonious conduct of the 
business coming to the attention of our Board, there are some 
matters which have caused discussion by those who are always 
seeking to find some reason to question the conduct of the 
affairs at Princeton, and we believe that any change in the 
leadership of our Board at this time would be a mistake. 

This is about all I can say in answer to your letter, 
except to add that this has been and is my personal con¬ 
viction, as well as that of the Committee, and we feel that 
we must insist that for the present you shall continue to act 
as President of the Board of Trustees of our beloved Seminary. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 





TUNICA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
T. T. Williams, Minister 

TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI 

May 2, 1940 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

The people are still feeling the influence 
of your messages and visit and hoping you can 
come this way another time. It will always be 

a source of joy to me to count you and Mrs. 
Speer as my friends. The kind words of your 
letter shall always be treasured and 1 assure 
you they will make me a more humble minister of 
God. The book came and the letter is pasted in 
front of it. 1 know it will help me to read the 
life of such a noble hero of the Cross. Thank 
you so much for the gracious letter and the book. 

The young people were richly blessed through 
the messages of Mrs. Speer and we feel she made 
a lasting contribution to the young life of our 
community. 

Anna, the children and I enjoyed having 
you*in our home and we hope to have you visit 
us again. 

May God’s richest blessing abide with you 
both. 

Sincerely, 

TTW/ko 
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®be Presbyterian Cfjurcb in tfje 33nitet> States of Hmerica 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

General office 

514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

MODERATOR 

RULING ELDER SAM HlGGINBOTTOM. PHILAN. D. 
July 12, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Ro ckle dge, 
Lakeville, Conn, 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you so much for your congratulations. 
As you know my life, you know that the age of miracles 
is not past;for I know no greater miracle than the boy you 
saw forty-five years ago on theM Pavonia'1 and his position 
to-day. You have been through the mill, and know how much 
the grace of God and the wisdom of God arejneeded in this 
position, and so I hope you continue to pray that these may 
be given to mo in full measure. 

Cordially 

A/vr? 
Sam Higgi 

Moderator 

your s, 

nbottom 



( . ■ • 

, 
: 



^SlsujX 

Cliff OGuit 
)<9A<'W/Ar„ere „ g / TELEPHONE ELLENVILI.E 680 

env.lle 68, c fUtui-aduAba . CUIa£h~ CousiAj, cAeW diork 

f'uory.* SK cl fluff/, &don,, c&uk 

ftEPHONE ELLEN 

"Qjce cMmu^oJ^. oJbtuiCcun vtfouM* 

CM o-f Lja^U- 'fe 

%ffjL * j^.e^'.hoC 

<w> _ dxxjJU^l ^ chi hP- W%x~' 

bjLM^SVU L^x- i^^jJ-'t'u~ 

OLdCe^uJ^ i *J~ <hxxj)M.£*ru*JuiM-d~ 

'fc'ULi h-A*tjl- CVk_4. ^rxrn~ 

du+ cJJau cx tWo ^ k^7 

liUAJi. IllI^AjL'' ^L LuJUa. LcL 

KuJjlT $n. ^c.M-yUA^UAJ-U. ^ C.'1-LMs-i-J- 
Cu> <9 ictfi/ C£by c«jl_ tfut-UuA^ 



OjUa^th Tot) 7 a < 

^>>vi - i 1lV|u, ^ LuJ^A2jU 

^JLL C^-»- j^o-Ccw. -J ^irurCt. /t-^ 

^ ^ ^ fvUAA 

h^XJX 't*JjujuL UjU HtTu^O _ h-UufUJ /m« 

hfV~LlUk "tuA./»-<_ &jJL~ htSJLL jCtUue. 

■J" UruM. lL h-tj-t. j4uriAusi~&- iff*- 

NrcdUj^ Cu^ei du, ZXuJt 

( ^ (Jxj^ £<-xu_ fyzZL. ^ tMJt) Q ityux ^ 

^juju^M. &lf>rtjL &lauif -v h~i ^&/v< iA aU ^ 

dAe^u ctovLei Lsuua^ - }l-c cum. —. 

Ii^JSAljSuuU dl 

tuuj- hjUfL jtiQruXL -JA\ ^ 

CUj£_ j^Lu- ^iTi ULjl. ^JULAAAyVvrjLA. 0UKJ&I A^L 1 

Aua 5^uX/^tk LjhkjLL. !~pzsi lZ - 

^ t'V-t. Savwt-4. &>0 hAJU-jjL. 0r>4-^ 

K Lul^caJ— V-£-1_<y j^tATU^ Hr'^i < i^v 

5^LL £ tXA^. QjlIlM>A — 

?>u£_ Artc^c 

n. ^cl*~AjlA~ &2e_ 







.58 





THOMAS KAY YOUNG 
MINISTER 

JMi'ftrilb ^Jri'ebutcviait Qllntrrli 
1750 UNION AVENUE 

Memphis, Tennessee 

July 50, 1959. 

Dr. Robert Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My very dear Dr. Speer: 

Though compelled to send many identical notes of appreciation we had purposed, 
as in many other cases, to tell you personally that we appreciated your sympathy 
and your affectionate communication. By an office oversight one of those block 
letters was sent to you, and I must now follow my innermost desire to assure 
you that I feel the uplift of your understanding, for you and Mrs. Speer have 
also suffered the most exquisite grief and yet borne yourselves with a most 
triumphant fortitude and faith, so that we have in your example mighty encourage¬ 
ment in the flood that threatens to overwhelm us. fie are of that veritable army 
who thank God for every remembrance of you and who believe that your capacious 
hearts do literally enfold your sorrowing friends in affectionate solicitude 
and prayer. Be assured that we in turn have you in our hearts and pray God that 
you both'may be long spared to inspire the Church as you have increasingly done 
for half a century. 

You will not think me fulsome when I say that my lovely Hattie regarded you both 
with abounding admiration and Christian love. Many times she expressed the wish 
that we could see more of you and that if she could choose our special-speakers 
she would engage you as our regular annual visitor, both for your self. Dr. Speer, 
and for the joyous privilege of having a week with Mrs. Speer. And so say we all, 
for we love you and count your presence with us a major benediction. She had 
even become interested in a trek through the northeast that we might have a day 
with you in your good home. How true the poet’s sentence: 

’’The best laid schemes o’mice and men 
Gang aft agley 

And lea.ve us nought but grief and pain 
For promised joyl” 

Living, as we did, in happy communion throughout twenty-eight years and sharing 
with each other every sort of experience it is impossible for us not*' to escape 
loneliness and a feeling of unparalleled loss. That is the fire we must pass 
through and our great concern is that we shall not fail to receive the refinement 
appointed for us in it. But all the while v/e are richly comforted by every 
thought of her and our blessed years together; we are unspeakably happy that she 
is trow like Him Whom she so much loved and present with Him forevermore, and we 
are enjoying such a sublime peace through His merciful visitations that we marvel 
at it and love Him with our whole heart. 

Our family reorganization is fairly complete already. Tom and Anne have moved in 
with us. Helen will be quietly married on next Saturday and return to take charge 
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of the home. Mary Elizabeth and I will turn to each other when we are "slighted" 
by the newly-weds in their ardor for each other, keeping my family in tact 
for a year or so I can be of real help to them ana can help me become readjusted 
to my newr necessities. 

With warm greetings to you and lovely Mrs. Speer, I am, 

Very sincerely yours. 



. 



ADVISER ON POLITICAL RELATIONS 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 19, 1939. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your letter of August 17 and the little 
book entitled "Christians in Action, A Record 
of Work in War-time China", came to me in 
yesterday’s mail. 

With regard to your three requests: 
First, I have read the book, last night, with 
great interest. Second, I am sending it on 
today to the Secretary of State (who is at 
White Sulphur Springs), by mail, with your 
request and mine in concurrence that he read 
it. Third, if you will send me a copy of the 
book, for transmission to your daughter in 
Peiping, I would do my best toward seeing that 
it reaches her safely. 

I appreciate the expression of sympathy 
with which you conclude your letter. It is 
encouraging to have such assurances. And, I 
thank you for bringing to my attention the 
book under reference above. 

With cordial regards — always, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 





SVmjerican tyvezb^tcvian tJHissicm 
gjaljarcm*mr, It. 3U. 

August 7, 1939. 

Dear Dr. speer: 

I finished reading "George Bowen of Bombay” 
some time ago and want to thank you for writing it. His 
life surely shows the power and presence of God in a 
completely surrendered soul. I got acquainted with Mrs. 
w. w. Bruere, whose testimony you include in the last 
chapter, while we were on our last furlough. Her son 
Bowen was my classmate at Princeton seminary and i was 
in correspondence with him shortly before he died in Bombay, 
while still a young man. I can remember his deep 
earnestness in prayer in his room in Alexander Hall and 
how pardee Erdraan, unlike him in temperament, came a number 
of times to see him. 

The Board deputation has come and gone and it 
was a pleasure to have them in our home. Dr. Emmons stayed 
with us; he was pastor of the Stroudsburg, pa. church when 
that church sent us to India as their representatives in 
1913. "pete" always says that we are their substitutes in 
India, for he and Mrs. Emmons had hoped to come. It was a 
joy to help him get some carved wood tables and trays for which 
gaharanpur is famous, and he wrote us a very nice letter from 

i Karachi just before he took the plane to Persia. Dr. Odell 
knew my brother Harold and he said the moment he stepped onto 
the verandah that he could recognize me as Harold’s brother, 

i Leroy Dodds spoke in Urdu in our seminary chapel and he hadn’t 
j forgotten many words, his full-face smile helping him to get 

his meaning understood where there was a slight hesitancy in 
r vocabulary. I sat next to Miss Schultz at station dinner and 

inn afraid we were guilty of talking about you some* perhaps 
[! your ears burned a little. Miss Frame impressed us all, and 
?! we are particularly grateful to her because she later helped 
;; our son Erdman when he and Mason Harper passed through Shanghai 

; on their way to America. II have recently completed reading H. V* Morton’s 
’’Through Lands of the Bible” and enjoyed it very much. He 

i describes his experiences in out-of-the-way places in Mesopotamia, 
I Arabia and Egypt. My wife and I have also enjoyed Nora wain’s 

"Reaching for the stars" because of her kindly understanding of 
German people and her clear portrayal of the detrimental hold the 
present Government has upon them. There is a book that I have 
nearly finished which reminds me of your good advice to mingle the 
old with the present-day; "selected English sermons" from the 
sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries, some of the preachers are 

'Hugh Latimer, Jeremy Taylor, Robert south, Thomas Chalmers, Bishop 
Butler and Cardinal Newman. Earlier in the year I read pr. Xraemer’s 

I great book and feel that if Dr. Stanley Jones’ contention about 
the Tambaram conference falling short is in any way applicable, it is 
not in the way that Dr. Jones feels, i.e. in its emphasis on the 
Church as against his idea of the Kingdom, but the conference did 
not rise to the high implications of "The Christian Message in a 
Non-christian world" as it should. 

With sincere personal regards to you and Mrs. °peer in 
which my wife joins me, I am. Most sincerely yours, 
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RAMS 

STON P O. 

:rage l s. 

ostmaster, 
Kingston, 
Jamaica 

Mail called pot? Fridays 

CART. HENRY W, UFFELIN 

TRINITY MISSION HOUSE, 

«artllLIDT8l»'^»., JAMAICA 

I Study Correspondence Courses 

Caribbean Bible College 

Bible Teacher & Bible Conference Leader 

West Indies General Mission 

30th August 

Dr. Robert J£. 3peer, 

My dear Dr. 3peer: 

I believe I heard you ^uote a poem during The Laymens 
Missionary Meetings in Chicago in 1910 which ran as 
follows: "Itfs great to be out where the fight 

— - j 
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T . '^° fight for Cod and man!rf 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
bible house new york city 

TELEPHONE : PL AZA 3-6600 . . . CABLE ADDRESS " BIBLEHOUSE NEWYORK" 

Eric m. north 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

ROME A. BETTS 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

Francis Carr Stifler 

EDITORIAL SECRETARY 

GILBERT DARLINGTON 

 TREASURER 

September 12, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Dr. Joy has told me about your sermon on September 3rd 
at the First Presbyterian Church on the text nYe err because ye 
know not the Scriptures.” From what he says, I feel that I must 
come to you with the earnest request that you let me have the 
opening part of the sermon as he described it, for use as an 
initial article of one of my early issues of the Bible Society 
Record, for it will tie up our work with the stern necessities 
of the present hour in a way that will stimulate all who read 
it without giving offense to anyone. 

Knowing the Bible Society Record as you do, you might 
find time to recast the thoughts to which Dr. Joy refers or, if 
you prefer, let me have the manuscript for recasting myself. I 
usually allocate room for an initial article of about six to eight 
hundred words. 

Mrs. Stifler and I were among the tens of thousands who 
heard you in your magnificent pronouncement at the Baptist World 
Conference at Atlanta. Baptists were honored to have you as the 
spokesman for our uniting Protestantism. 

With sincere good wishes, I am 

Cordially yours. 

FCS:AL 

"THE BOOK FOR THE WORLD 

OF TOMORROW” • m m 

VISIT THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY EXHIBIT IN THE 

COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING :: NEW YORK WORLD’S FAIR 
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!EV. HERBERT CONNOR, B.D. 

y** 

j\il faint’s ^Rectnru 
1644 ^cott Street 
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^ jJL ijy o-vjL Q& TurnMJto,^ 

\ hi. HjtUJj 3~aMHA 

^Ct&£^cL(X_y 

'SAft-ltf; l<f 3f 

ku| cLujJi t * (^fuLe 1 

iaM~ ','lajJJ- cdro-uJ> UdccL \i£A-(Ajouli «*« n xjla 

|l4^XX^A rtt£, Xto/L ftxxT. 3b? J^U_tA UJ^fajD WddL 2£&J)di WTuL 
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THE LIBRARY 

San Francisco Theological Seminary 

SAN ANSELMO, CALIFORNIA 

REV. LYNN TOWNSEND WHITE, D.D. 

PARTMKNT OF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ETHICS 

LIBRARIAN 

TELEPHONES: 

RESIDENCE! SAN ANSELMO flTOO 

OFFICE* SAN ANSELMO 20T.0 

Sept. 14, 1939. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York City. 

My dear hr. Speer: 

Professor Drury has just brought to the 
library the set of the ASSEMBLY HERALD which you have been 
good enough to present to us. If you could have been in the 
office when Dr. Drury brought them in, you would have no doubt 
about our enthusiasm for this invaluable accession to our 
Presbyteriana, which cannot be put into a letter, but I suspect 
that you can appreciate in some measure how much we value 
your gift. We are slowly gathering a library on this Coast 
commensurate with our growing responsibilities. Without the 
generosity of such friends as you, we could not hope to realize 
our wishes for the library. 

I regret that a preaching engagement in your old parish 
church at Englewood this summer prevented my enjoying your 
lectures here, but everyone is enthusiastic about them. 

With the best of all good wishes. 

Cordially yours, 

■ l “iA ^ ^ CxyQxs. 
I LTW/b Librarian, 
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September 15, 3.939 

Mr, Robert E. Speer 
Secretary Emeritus 
Presbyterian Board cf Foreign 

Missions 
Care 156 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Speer, 

Sore two or three months ago my father 
made out a diort list of men to whom copies of 
his Fundamentals of Christian Statesman^!in 
should be sent at the earliest moment. Your 
name was on the list, ^e hoped very much that 
you and a few other Christian leaders would find 
the book worthy of your commendation to wider 
groups, and he lookeu forward eagerly to the 
opinions of these men. Unfortunately he did 
not live to see the book in print, but the members 
of his family are naturally interested that the 
book should have a wide circulation. I trust that 
you will be able to review the book favorably in 
some publication. 

I personally should be much interested in your 
opinion, including your judgment concerning the 
probable circulation of the book. The new war 
should increase interest in thisdiscussion of the 
subject, but I an a little afraid that there is 
too much politics in the book for some of our 
coursesin religion, and too much religion for most 
courses in politics. 

Sincerely yours. 

Benjam 
3112 S. _ _ 

Washington, D.C. 
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JAMES MCCUTCHEON 8: CO. 
E STABLISHED 18SS 

FIFTH AVENUE 

FORTY XFNTH STREET 

NEW YORK 

JAMES M.SPEERS, CHAIRMAN 

WILLIAM E . SPEERS .VICE CHAIRMAN & TREAS. 

w. CHARLES MC CUTCHEON. PRESIDENT 

WALLACE C. SPEERS , VICE PRESIDENT 

CHANDLER CUDLIPP , vice president 

JOHN G.MC CUTCHEON,SECRETARY 

CABLE AD DR ES S 

MACUTCHEON NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 

VOLUNTEER 5TOOO 

September S3, 1939. 

Dr, Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert,- 

I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of 
your good letter of September 20th in answer to mine of the 
18th. I think I have your whole thought on this property 
matter clearly in mind, and, so far as my own judgment is 
concerned, I am entirely in accord with all you have written. 
When opportunity comes to discuss the matter I shall quote 
your report of 1922 fully and use the other material that you 
have given me as though it were my own, since it is wholly in 
accord with my own thought and ju$g$ent. 
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Jjtrst ^Ireshgteriatt OJlmrch 

^cattle, HJasIimgttj.ni 

Sept. 23 1939. 

Dr, Robert E, Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear, dear Bob: 

Some one told me you had gone to Europe — that 
you packed up your B.V.C.s and your pants and 
left on the boat without saying a word to the 
butler, the janitor, the cook, or anyone else. 
I worried and fretted about you, wondering if 
you were over there in the midst of the devils 
or marooned by some of the demons. 

I am so glad to hear from you. Delighted that 
y6u are home and have a few weeks1 rest. Am 
hungry to see you. I am lonesome, I need to 
talk to you. Why in the name of common sense, 
didnTt you come to see me when you were on the 
Coast? Will you be on the Coast this winter? 
If so, could you come to see us? Let me know. 

I have been pretty sick this summer, but have not 
stopped work except for two weeks which I spent 
sitting in a hotel in San Francisco. Wife and I 
spent two wTeeks there. Gwladys and her husband 
spend one week end with us and Junior and his wife 
and children spent the other week end. My blood 
pressure shot up to 210. But I am better now, altho 
my sciatic nerve has been giving me fits. 

I pray that you and Mrs. Speer are well. Pray 
for me. Bob. The world is certainly on a toboggan 
slide. In fact, it has already gone to the devil, 
it is now sliding the corpse down. 

God bless you. You have my sincere love. Bob. I pray 
for you and think of you. 
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PAUL DESCHWEINITZ, D. D. 

EPISCOPUS FRATRUM 

(I. E. BISHOP OF THE MORAVIAN CHURCH) 

My dear Rr. Spe^.r:- 

32 WEST MARKET STREET, BETHLEHEM, PA. 

October 9th, 1939. 

Yesterday afternoon I finished rereading for the 
second time (many parts third and fourth time) your hook on "The Meaning 
of Ghrist to me". 

I cannot recall whether I wrote to thank you after 
reading it the first time, hut he that as it may I want to thank you now 
for it was a strengthening of my own faith, greatly needed at this time. 

The last cha.pter or lecture on the Second Coming of our j_.ord is 
especially beautiful. 

Every Sunday morning in our Church Litany we pray 
"Hasten the day when the kingdoms of this world shall become 

the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and may we he 
accounted worthy to stand before Him. 

Lord, for Thy coming us prepare: 
May we to meet Thee without fear, 

At all times ready he: 
In faith and love preserve us sound; 
0 let day and night he found 

ting with joy to welcome Thee. 
Keen us in everlasting fellowship with the Church 

Trimumphant, and let us rest together in Thy Presence 
from our labors: 

Hoar us, gracious Lord and Cod." 
That represents the position of our Church on this great 

doctrine and also my own personal position. 
I cannot have any sympathy with those, who in these days 

are continually asserting, that the present world situation is the 
assured evidence, that our Lord is now coming. 

But how one does yearn to pray with St. John, the ."Divine 
"Amen. Come Lord Jesus. Come quickly." 

There does not seem to he any solution of the present world 
situation, unless the Lord comes. The outlook is most gloomy and 
terribly depressing. And what an indescribable blessing it would he 
in one’s own life, if the Lord would cornel 

Have you ever published anything on the great mysterious 
problem of unanswered prayer? I can !:,ind nothing in the list of your 

published works. 
The promises of our Lord seem so absolutely limitless, and yet 

practical experience points to unnumbered unanswered prayers. I nave 
in my library only one book, which tries frankly to meet t.ais proolem, 
and that is Sir Robert Anderson’s "The Silence of God!. That was 
published in 1913, an^ he begins with the unanswered prayers of the 
Armenians in the awful massacres of the late 90*s. But think of all ^ 
that has happened since then. He of course does not really solve the 

problem. , , 
Think of the millions of agonized prayers, that are being 

unanswered even now. That shall we think of the prayers for peace 
that were offered before the fatal September days? Must we assume 
that all were merely formal or offered without faith? 

And quite apart from the present world situation, what can we say 

about the unanswered prayers with^&4 our own personal experiences? ^ 
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Of course I know very well the ZHHXtimsxjt converrfTtfal and so to 
say “Orthodox" answers to these -roblems. Have I not again and again 

had to use them in public preaching and in private “cure of souls", 
but these traditional answers do not really satisfy and do not seem 
to rhyme with the promises especially in St, John ’ s Gospel. 

I can think of many cases within ray own experience, when prayers w 
which would have seemed to be well within the will of^Lord have 
remained unanswered even unto this day with disastrous consequences. 

Of course I admit without any reservation that the fault is not 
with the Lord,but with the one who prayed or with the one, for whom the 
prayer ’*as made, but that does not solve the problem and brings no 
comfort to the troubled soul, 

"^ardon me for inflicting all this upon you, but I could not resist 
the urge to unburden my heart with some of the thoughts that are pressing 
heavily upon me. 

With affectionate greetings, 
Faithfully yours, 
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The Westminster Foundation 
at 

The Pennsylvania State College 

INCORPORATED 1939 

Representing The Department of University Work 
The Board of Christian Education 

The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

Stale College, Pennsylvania 

Miss lone V. Sikes 
Associate 

October 14? 1939* 

My dear Mrs. Speer, 

Within the last few days I have had 
the very strong conviction that in the projected 
Religious Education Building in the State College 
Presbyterian Church in the unit given over to the 
work of the Westminster Foundation, there ought 
to be some tangible memorial to the contribution 
your family have made to Christ's cause throughout 
the world. 

Our Westminster Foundation here is 
planning a section of the Religious Education 
Building with a Gothic Chapel that will seat 
some two#hundred. Four meeting rooms similar to 
the Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior Class 
Prayer Meeting Rooms in Murray Dodge Hall in 
Princeton, especially at the time of my class, 1915* 
Each one of these four rooms will be planned as 
distinct in itself, with beautiful pictures that 
will make fellowhip inviting. We hope also to have 
a library with facilities for quiet meditation. 
There will also be a fireside room, accommodating 
some seventy-five students, with stones from 
significant places of religious interest, such as 
Mars Hill, the Lake of Galilee, the Mount of Olives, 
Northfield, etc. 

The Dr. Harold McAfee Robinson Memorial 
Fellowship was established last spring to commemorate 
the influence of Dr. Robinson. Miss lone V. Sikes, 
a person with a very distinguished record in 
Christian education throughout the country, lately 
Assistant Director of Young Peoples1 Work under the 
Board of Christian Education, has been designated 
as the first recipient of this Fellowship. 





I came to know Elliott during the 
years 1919 to 1922 while I was a student in 
Princeton Seminary and he was in the University. 
I recall his asking about my opinion of his 
going to Northfield to be associated with 
Mr. Will Moody. My brother John was his 
predecessor at Lafayette as Head of the Bible 
Department. 

I have known your husband for more than 
a quarter of a century. 

The conviction that has come to me has 
been that of setting aside one of these four 
meeting rooms, or the library, or the fireside 
room, as a memorial to the Christian contribution 
of your distinguished son and husband. I am 
confident that friends in Huntingdon as well as 
in Harrisburg would be happy to participate in the 
establishment of such a memorial. Mr. Vance C. 
McCormick is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Westminster Foundation here as is 
Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, formerly of Pine Street, 
and also Pit Van Dusen. 

My home for many years was in Harrisburg, 
where my father served as State Secretary of the 
Y.M.C.A. of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Edward Bailey 
was an intimate friend of my late mother. 

Dr. Speer was born in Huntingdon Presbytery 
and has always been claimed as one of our distinguished 
sons. 

Our Board of Trustees is definitely 
related to the Sesqui-Centennial Fund for Christian 
Education. There is not the slightest doubt in my 
mind but what funds are to be made available 
throughout the Synod of Pennsylvania for the 
Westminster Foundation unit. . 

Tonight the architect is to present some 
of his drawings of the quarters to be occupied by 
the Westminster Found tion. Last week a member of 
the Board of Trustees pledged $1,000 to the 
Westminster Foundation Building Fund. The local 
congregation has already pledged approximately 
$29,000 thus far. The ultimate success of the 
undertaking does not seem to be in doubt. 
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I am communicating with 7on somewhat 
informally to present this matter to you for 
your judgment. I have not as yet presented this 
to the Board of Trustees and am therefore acting 
on my own responsibility. Naturally, I would not 
feel free to write Dr. Speer, knowing his innate 
Christian humility, since it concerns him, 
I have not written as yet to your daughter-in-law. 

It happens also that the Reverend 
Robert L. Dieffenbacher, the Director of our 
Sesqui-Centennial Program in the interests of this 
project, was a student in Lafayette, and came 
under the influence of Elliott when Elliott served 
as Chaplain there. 

I should be glad to come to New York to 
discuss the matter more in detail if you felt it 
necessary before the family gave their willing 
consent for such an evidence of lasting remembrance. 
The united witness of yourself, your husband, 
your son and your daughter ought not to be passed 
by without deep gratitude to God. I am confident 
many would welcome the opportunity of having a 
share in making such a lasting tribute possible. 

With kindest good wishes to you, 
your daughter Margaret, and your husband. 
Please remember me very kindly to William, whom 
I met in England in the summer of 1932 at the 
Conference of the British Student Christian 
Movement. Believe me, 

Donald W. Carruthers 
Director of The Westminster 

Foundation 

DWC/w 
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J"*u*st Prcshytertan Clptrch 

Seattle, JiiashirtgHm 

Oct. 17, 1939. 

^ y 

Dr. Robert Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Bob: 

Your beautiful letter is like a bouquet 
of fresh flowers just plucked from the 
garden and brought to my room. 

Pray that I may soon be well and strong. 
I would like to fight on for fifty years 
more. We have a great battle before us. 

The demons and the demon possessed are 
carrying their fight into the very presence 
of Christ. We vdll have to fight as we 
have never fought. 

Carry on Bob. Send me that series of 
lectures as soon as you get them out. I 
want to read them. 

Your true friend, 

U. A. MATTHEWS 

c
u

 





MILLBROOK SCHOOL 

MILLBROOK 

NEW YORK 

October 17, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I canTt thank you enough for the perfectly 

grand talk that you gave us on Sunday afternoon. I 

tremendously appreciated your willingness to come on such 

short notice and it was a joy to have you and Mrs. Speer 

here again. The general consensus of opinion here was that 

your talk was one of the best we have ever had at Millbrook 

School. 
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FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 8 WEST 40tk STREET, NEW YORK 

Cable Address: Forpolas 

Frank Ross McCoy 

President 

October 23, 1939 

Mr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 

Dear Speer: 

I appreciate so much your interest 

and charming way of expressing it. I am glad 

to picture you on such a firm foundation in rock- 

ribbed Connecticut, and hope to see you from time 

to time there or in Mew York or Princeton. 

With best wishes. 

Faithfully yours, 

FRMC:P 
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University of Kentucky 

LEXINGTON 

:OLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Department of sociology 

November 3, 1839. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

My deer Dr, Speers 

Inasmuch as I p rn 
C- lii not 

■or my guest for dinner durin 
the next best thing—asking i 

•cj 

JT* 

to have the pleasure of 
your stay in Lexingtonj 
you will not be so good 

hav irr 
I 

you 
:ins 

•*& 
am d 

as to accep 
s copy of my work ’’Crime and the Criminal Law in the United State* 

e assured that 1 shall not ask that you attempt to read this some 
,"'AC‘0 technical production; I shall be ouite satisfied if when you 
neve a few minutes of leisure, you might reed the last few jages. 
I am sure that you will approve of them. 

, , A11 who h8ve heard you in Lexington bear testimony a s to 
• xa t your preaching has done for them. 

TLth all continuing good wishes, I am 

Very s incerelyyours. 

harry B 
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/ THE PITTSBURGH-XENIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

John McNaugher, D. D., LL. D. 

President of Faculty 

The &ev. Robert E. Speer, D.D., LL.D. 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Dr* Speers- 

I am coming at you with an insistent appeal* The Faculty of the 

Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary desires a short series of three devotional 

addresses in Passion Week—Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, the hour 

being in the forenoon of each day. The purpose is a deepening of the 

spiritual life of our men and the addresses should focus on that* 

When your name was mentioned in the Faculty meeting last Saturday 

there was an instant and a unanimous response that you were pre-eminently 

the man to render us this important service. Will you come? It will 

place us under profound indebtedness if you consent* If your time is 

limited, you could arrive on Tuesday morning and leave again on 

Thursday afternoon or evening, but we hope that you will not need to 

be hurried* It Is possible that we may have the students and Faculty 

of the Western Seminary with us at these meetings. At least they will 

hare a warm invitation* A proper honorarium will be provided. 

Now, Dr. Speer, I am writing you in a very personal way. Our close 

contacts in the Committee on Union led me as never before to appreciate 

your gifts and your tender Christian spirit, and I covet the spiritual 

uplift among us all which you can minister as the messenger of the 

Holy Spirit. Do not fail us. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Affect i oi 

28th November 1939 
JM:MC 
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FREDERIC C. WALCOTT 

63 WALL STREET 

N EW YORK 

Norfolk, Connecticut. 

November 11, 1939. 

Dr. Robert Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Conn. 

my dear Robert: 

Enclosed herewith a much delayed letter from Dr. 
Osborn which speaks for itself. 

I have been away so much and am now just about 
to sail on the ,!REX!! for Naples to fly from Rome to Berlin 
to see if I can persuade the Germans to open up Poland for 
American Polish Relief. 

Hope to see you soon after 1 get back toward the 
end of the year. 

Sincerely yours. 

FCliv: JB 
ENCL 
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COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH 

STANLEY H. OSBORN, M.D..C.F.H. 

PUBLIC HEALTH COUNCIL 

C-E. A.. WINSLOW, M. S., DR. P. H. 

JAMES A. NEWLANDS, D. S. 

JAMES W. KNOX, ESQ. 

DAVID R. LYMAN, M. D. 

ROSCOE H. SUTTIE C. E. 

GEORGE II. GILDERSLEEVE, M. D. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
HARTFORD 

October 9, 1939 

Hon. Frederick C. Walcott 
Norfolk, Conn. 

Dear Senator Walcott: 

With further reference to a letter you wrote me a diort 
time ago, our sanitary engineer visited Salisbury and talked 
with the Reverend Doctor Robert Speer about the establishment 
of a tom dump in the Ore Hill Section where he lives. He 
reports that Doctor Speer and another neighbor have finally 
purchased the land being considered by the town for a dump 
and have secured an option on surrounding land. 

This man is apparently one of the rare kind who be¬ 
lieves in solving his own problems and I presume this 
ends the matter. 

SHO/FEB 
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JESSE HERRMANN 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

LEXINGTON. KENTUCKY 

November seventeenth 
19 3 9 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

Your stay in our city was only 
too brief; but this did not measure the 
range of your ministry. For many your 
clear and cogent messages made for a firmer 
faitn. Among these I count it a privilege 
to list myself. 

There is a perennial need to 
present with mature mastery the large 
array of facts that gird the Gospel with 
credibility. As ministers we are inclined 
to forget that this service must be 
rendered to every new generation. To 
meet this obligation is no small task. 
But henceforth it will be a bit less 
difficult because you gave us such an 
excellent demonstration. 

Gratefully yours, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 
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COPY for Dr. Speer 

November 27, 1939 

My dear Doctor Irving:- 

The Seminar at Granville was very enriching and stimulating 
to me. For a long time I have felt that the Board of Christian 
Education might do a very valuable piece of work by sending out a kind 
of minister to minister. Of course a call on each minister is out 
of the question, but such gatherings as we had the other day help 
serve the same purpose. 

Now as to suggestions. I think you do well to have some 
one with a mind as tough as Dr. Piper’s on the team. And it is 
well that his point of view be thrown into the discussion. However, 
I found that my mind and his mind did not meet; we did not talk the 
same language; he seemed to think in a world quite foreign to my own. 
Of course this is no reflection pn Dr. Piper, but rather upon myself. 
The trouble, however, is that when two trains of thought fail to come 
anywhere near each other, there can be no there can be no collision 
out of which discussions arise. I wonder if somehow Dr. Piper could 
be induced to start with the kind of theology most of us have (if there 
is any such theology) and lead us out into the kind he thinks we ought 
to have. I suppose if my mind were good enough, I could start with 
the kind he has and lead myself out of the wilderness. Frankly, I 
felt myself left "cold” by his presentation of "authority”. His 
sources of authority are mine, but somehow what he said about them did 

not "bite in". 

Dr. Speer was unusually good and even if I could think of them, 
I would not suggest any ways by which his presentation could be im¬ 
proved. It happens that I thinknof no such ways. 

Your own job of leading the Seminar and pulling together the 
ends, was done superbly well. 

Cordially yours. 





COPY 

THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION 
OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHICAGO 

REV. EARL R. NORTH, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

6 Lane Seminary Building 
Cineinnati, Ohio 

November 29, 1939 

Rev. George Irving,D.D. 
933 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia., Penna* 

My dear Dr. Irving:- 

The Conference on "Faith and Life" at Y/i lining ton, I think, 
was a real success. The men who were there founa real help for 
themselves. I do not believe Dr. Piper made the addition to the 
conference that man of us had expected. More and more I am convinced 
that there is a real difference between the American type of theological 
presentation and the Continental. Our minds are different® It may be 
that young men just out of college may eagerly grasp what our friends 
from across the sea bring out® But many of us who have been in the 
thick of the fight like what you and Dr. Speer bring us. 

So impressed were our men with the seminar that the suggestion 
has been made that it might be possible for us to secure Dr. Speer for 
our laymen’s retreat and also for one for our ministers® 

For two years we have had a retreat of picked groups of laymen 
who meet from Saturday afternoon to Sunday afternoon. The meetings 
are held in our conference grounds at St* Edmunds, Glendale. 

We also have an annual retreat of our ministers* We have 
wondered if it would be possible to combine these two groups. I imagine 
we would have a group of sixty laymen for the full period and probably 
one hundred or more ministers. Cen you suggest to me the best way to 
approach Dr. Speer on this matter? 

It was a pleasure to have you at the Wilmington conference. 
The contribution you gave was one that many of our men appreciated. 

With personal best wishes, I am. 

Sincerely yours. 

EARL R. NORTE 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

EPARTMENT OF FAITH AND LIFE 

EORGE IRVING, general director 

933 Witherspoon Building 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

November 30, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Robert 

Thank you for your letter of November 27th. 
Every remembrance of you is a constant joy. I get 
a vicarious satisfaction, even, out of your physical 
health as you go about working under full pressure and 
carrying two bags which would cripple me even to lift. 

Ny special reason for writing you now is to 
enclose a letter received from one of the ministers who was 
with us at Granville, Ohio. I also enclose a copy of my 
letter to Otto Piper on this matter. 

As I indicate in my letter to Otto, this is one 
of several letters I have received with similar comments 
from very friendly and thoroughly evangelical men. 

How do you think Piper could better get a point 
of contact with our men than he now does? Please be as 
specific as you can and be sure I will not mention your letter 
to Piper unless you wish me to do so. 

Del Pierson writes that January 4th seems to be 
the day for us to get together in New York but I have not had 
any final word in regard to it. 

Affe ction at ely yours, 

GI :h Ge^^^S^v ing 

enc. 
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< Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

Virginia Library 

S26 BELDEN AVENUE 

Chicago December 2, 1939 

)FFICK OF TIIK LIBRARIAN 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, 
Connect!cut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Some of your friends have told me that you have an 

excellent system of conserving time in order to do necessary 

reading and writing. We have all marveled at your productiv¬ 

ity in the midst of an unusually busy life, and if you are 

willing, we shall be grateful if you will tell us something 

of your method of economizing time. I wish this especially 

in connection with something that I am preparing for publica¬ 

tion on finding time and money for books. 

I inclose a stamped envelope for your convenience in 

reply, and shall appreciate any attention that you may give 

to my request. 

VeryKsincerely youra,; 

JFL-.AR // John F. Lyons 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

EPARTMENT OF FAITH AND LIFE 

iORGE IRVING, general director 

933 Witherspoon Building 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 2, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert 

Herewith is copy of a letter from Dr. North, the 
Executive Secretary of the Presbytery of Cincinnati. I 
very much want to talk with you about this matter as I feel 
we are under a heavy obligation to help Piper to get into 
closer contact with some starting point in the minds of our 
people* The sober facts seems to me to be that most of our 
men have no system of theology at all, so, when a man comes 
along who has thought his way through, they are bewildered. 
There must, however, be some way to help in this matter more 
than we have done in the past. 

Affectionately yours, 

v 

GI:h 
enc. 
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The Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Amberson Avenue and Westminster Place 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

GH THOMSON KERR 

ROLD ALDEN DALZELL 

December 4, 1959 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
,TRockledgen 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Robert: 

I am just heart sick over the closing out 
of THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD. At the 
same time 1 am glad that 1 have had it these 
many years - all the years of my ministry - and 
I congratulate you in giving such a long volunteer 
service to carrying it forward. 

Now what are we going to do about a worth 
while Christian paper throughout our churches? 
Our Presbyterian Church needs something. I wonder 
if that is not a task that you should put your 
mind to. 

Mrs. Kerr and I join in all good wishes 
to you and Mrs. Speer. 

Your ncerely, 
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US 
ADRIAN LYON 

COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW 

210 SMITH STREET 

PERTH AMBOY, N. J. 

December 6th, 1959 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
hew York, New York 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

In your wonderful address yesterday you mentioned 
a minister situated at Roanoke, Virginia. Would you be 
willing to give me a letter of introduction to him? I 
have a very personal matter related to a man In Roanoke 
concerning which I want some advice. 

Very cordially and sincerely yours. 

AL/RD 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA 

pastor’s study December 13, 1939 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert JS. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear friends, 

Both of your good letters have been received 
and very much appreciated. I know how restful that 
Sabbath seemed to you following your days of activity 
over such a wide area, it is almost worth going 
away just to get back and to feel the quiet peace 
of your own fireside. 

Ever since you left I have wanted to write and 
to thank you again for your gracious ministry to so 
many people. Our little family will never forget 
your visit in our home. Our only regret is that it 
was so definitely self-centered. 

This letter is being enclosed as a post-script 
to the main object contained therein. I am enclos¬ 
ing Grandmother Yost’s letter to me in it that you 
may catch her spirit and the glow from her own soul. 
I am grateful that you stopped that day to see her. 
She is one of God’s great ”major-minor prophets.” 
If you write her just address it ’’Grandmother Yost, 
Bluefield, Virginia.” 

We rejoice in the prospect of your Christmas 
reunion and feel very much honored to be represented 
by the water-melon pickle. 

Last week I went to Memphis where I attended 
the funeral of Dr. A. B. Curry. Mrs. McCaslin spoke 
beautifully in memory of your visit there. 

With our love to you both in which all the 
Gunns join me, I am 

Yours sincerely, 
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OFFICERS FOREIGN MISSION FIELDS 

;V. H. M. SHUMAN 

PRESIDENT 

:v. WILLIAM CHRIST 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Treasurer 

V. G. VERNER BROWN 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

:v. S. W. McGARVEY 

Home secretary 

;V. DAVID J. FANT 

PUBLICATION SECRETARY 

:v. A. C. SNEAD 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 

Rev. A. B. Simpson, founder 

260 WEST 44TH STREET. NEW YORK, N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS “pAROUSIA'* TELEPHONE LACKAWANNA 4-9283 

INDIA 

French West Africa 

Congo 

Gabon 

French Indo-China a Siam 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

PERU 

CHILE 

ARGENTINA 

Kansu-Tibetan border 

KWEICHOW-SZECHUAN 

Central china a shanghai 

SOUTH CHINA 

Palestine-Arabian border 

Japan 

Philippine Islands 

NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 

Puerto Rico 

Jamaica 

December 22, 1939 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City- 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Greetings in the name of our adorable Christ. It is my privilege 
and pleasure to send you today on behalf of The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance complimentary copies of two books which we have recently published: 

AFTER FIFTY YEARS - A Record of God’s Working through 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance. 

HIMNOS DE LA VIDa CRISTIANA * The New Spanish Hymnal which 
we have just published. 

I should be very glad for your criticisms on the hymnal. We want it 
to have a wide ministry for the upbuilding of the church of Christ in 
Spanish lands. Any suggestions you can make to help in its translation 
will be greatly appreciated. 

As I write, I look back with pleasure and gratitude to God for the 
privilege I had of fellowship with you and under your leadership in 
Latin American Committee work and I want to again thank you for your 
letters of introduction which you gave me when I went to South America 
two and one-half years ago. 

I trust you are being kept in good health and I am sure you will be 
prospered of God in your ministries for Him. 

Do you have any open dates for a message between now and the last of 
April? 

With Season’s Greetings, I am 

Your brother in Gospel bonds, 

ACS:J 
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George H. Milne 

BELGO ROAD 

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT 
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DURHAM. NORTH CAROLINA 

ADDRESS: FRANKI.TN COURT 

DAVID HOWARD SCANLON, D. D. 
MINISTER EMERITUS 

ALINE MCKENZIE, D.R.E. 
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